DO-IT-YOURSELF
FUNDRAISING
TOOLKIT
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Welcome!
On behalf of the Polaris board, staff, and those we serve, thank
you for volunteering your time and resources to beneﬁt Polaris.
25 million people are trafﬁcked worldwide, and each year the
Polaris-operated U.S. National Human Trafﬁcking Hotline
receives an increasing number of calls from victims and
survivors reaching out for help.
Do It Yourself (DIY) Fundraising is an opportunity for those with
a deep commitment to ending human trafﬁcking to raise
awareness and funds for the Polaris mission in new and creative
ways.
This easy-to-use toolkit will guide you on how you can raise
awareness and support for the Polaris mission. There are
endless ways to get involved, so no matter what you choose,
Polaris is grateful for your support!
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Peer-to-Peer (P2P) Fundraising Event
Create your own fundraiser for your birthday, in
honor of a loved one, or just a general awareness
fundraiser! It’s easy to set up your own fundraising
page and start asking friends and family to donate to
support victims of sex and labor trafﬁcking.
You’ll be able to customize your campaign and track
your progress through your fundraising page
Dashboard, and share it with friends and family
through social media, email, and text.
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Peer-2-Peer: How To
Visit our DIY Fundraiser website, and
create an account to start your
fundraiser today!
To create an account, enter your email
address and create a password. Press
“Next” to continue.
You can also choose to sign up using
your Facebook account by selecting
“Join with Facebook.”
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Peer-2-Peer: How To
Fill in your personal information like your
name and address to complete your
proﬁle. You can ﬁnd out how your
information is kept secure by reading our
privacy policy.
After completing all the ﬁelds click “Next.”
Once your account is created, you can
check on the progress of your fundraiser
by logging in here.
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Peer-2-Peer: How To
Select the type of fundraiser you would
like to run. We’ll help you decide which
one is right for you.
General Fundraiser
These fundraisers can be customized to
honor someone you admire, cherish the
memory of a loved one, or themed for a
holiday, milestone, anniversary and more.
Birthday Fundraiser
Instead of gifts, you can ask friends and
family to donate to Polaris.
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Peer-2-Peer: How To
Choose a name for your fundraising page.
The URL for your fundraising page will
auto-populate based on your page name.
You can also customize your URL if you
choose.
Next, enter your fundraising goal amount.
Lastly, create a tagline and elaborate on
why you are creating the fundraiser.
There is pre-written text to help if you
need some ideas, but feel free to get
creative and write your own!
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Peer-2-Peer: How To
Once you create your fundraiser you’ll be
directed to a page where you can view your
fundraiser’s page and go to your fundraiser’s
dashboard.
When viewing your page you can:
● Add a proﬁle picture
● Edit any of the text including the tagline
and the name
● Change the banner image at the top of
the page
● View the names of donors who have
donated to your fundraiser
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Peer-2-Peer: How To
Using your dashboard you’ll be able to:
●
●
●

●

View all the fundraisers you’ve created
under your account
Track all donations and progress to your
goal
Send emails to friends and family
encouraging them to donate to your
fundraising campaign
Download reports based on the amount
raised, the number of donors, or the
number of donations
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Social Media Fundraising Events
Creating a fundraising event for Polaris on social media platforms is an easy and powerful way to share your custom
campaign to a larger audience and have fun while doing it! Social media content promoting Polaris may not feature any
form of sexual violence, exploitation, and/or abuse.

Facebook
To start a fundraiser on Facebook,
go to facebook.com/fundraisers
and select “Raise Money for a
Nonproﬁt Organization.” Make
sure you select “Polaris” in the
“select Nonproﬁt” box, and share
your fundraiser with Facebook
friends.

Instagram
To start a fundraiser using Instagram,
go to the Instagram support page to
learn how to add a “Donate” sticker
to your story to raise funds for Polaris.

Tiltify
Tiltify allows you to easily collect
donations on Twitch, Mixer, or
YouTube. To start a fundraiser using
Tiltify, go to the Tiltify individual
campaign support page and learn
how to fundraise as you live stream.
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Events & Beneﬁts
Organizing a fundraising event or beneﬁt is a great way to raise money for Polaris! You can decide what kind of event you
want to host and how big you want it to be. Here are some go-to ideas for an event or beneﬁt that are sure to be fun and
successful.

Concerts
Beneﬁts concerts are great for
music-loving fundraisers who want
to be creative and fun with how
they raise money for Polaris.

Bake Sales
Bake sales are a sweet way to
fundraise while spreading Polaris’s
mission to the rest of your school,
place of worship, or larger
community.

Dinner Parties
Get together with your family and
friends to have fun, eat great food,
and do some good! You can
suggest guests make a small $10
donation in support of Polaris.
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DIY Products
Let your creativity shine and support Polaris’s mission while doing it! If you’re looking for a unique way to fundraise,
consider creating products you can sell, while also supporting victims and survivors of human trafﬁcking. Before creating
your own products, read through Polaris’s guidelines on best practices to use when promoting your products and learn
what you are responsible for. Check out what some of our supporters have created in the past!

Food & Drink

Stickers

Apparel

Don’t forget to tag us in your social media posts!

Instagram | Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
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DIY Products Best Practices
Before creating your own products, read through Polaris’s guidelines to learn what Polaris
can and cannot assist with.
Since Polaris is an anti-human trafﬁcking organization, it is also important to keep in mind
where products come from. While we cannot require our DIYers to only use ethically
sourced products, it is important to do your research and to do your best to only buy and
sell products that are ethically sourced.
Ethical sourcing is the process of ensuring the products being sourced are obtained in a
responsible and sustainable way, that the workers involved in making them are safe and
treated fairly, and that environmental and social impacts are taken into consideration during
the sourcing process.
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Share Your Success!
We want to hear from you! Be sure to call or email us
and share your fundraising success story. Your action
could inspire others and your story might be featured
on our website or social media!
giving@polarisproject.org
(202) 790-6300
Instagram | Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
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